
 
DISABILITY RIGHTS ARE CIVIL RIGHTS 

 
 
 
 
 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
1236 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
July 26, 2019  
  
Re: National Sign-on Letter in support the Disability Integration Act of 2019 (H.R. 
555) urging that the bill be moved forward to a full House floor for a vote before 
the end of the first session of the 116th Congress – 581 Sign Ons 
  
Dear Speaker Pelosi, 
 
The 581 undersigned people with disabilities, their family, friends and allies are 
writing this letter in support of the Disability Integration Act of 2019 (DIA) H.R. 
555, and we urge you to move this legislation forward to a full House floor vote 
before the end of the first session of the 116th Congress. 
On the 90th anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther King Jr., the Disability 
Integration Act (H.R. 555/ S. 117) was introduced by Representative Jim 
Sensenbrenner in the House with 40 original cosponsors and Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) with Senator Cory Gardner (R-CO) and 22 other original 

http://www.disabilityintegrationact.org/


cosponsors in the Senate. In a statement for the DIA introduction ceremony Rep. 
Sensenbrenner said, “I am proud to re-introduce this bill, because all Americans 
should share in the American Dream, and that begins in the community in 
someone’s own home.” 
 
Since its introduction, ADAPT and NCIL members worked long and hard to 
secure 236 bipartisan cosponsors on H.R. 555 (218 Democrats and 16 
Republicans). Today, a majority of the House of Representatives are 
cosponsoring this legislation as is a majority of every committee with jurisdiction 
over the bill. 
 
DIA is supposed to move through the House Energy and Commerce Committee, 
but ADAPT, NCIL and others in the Disability Community have been told by 
Chairman Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ) that this bill will not be allowed to move 
forward.  (See ADAPT press release June 19, 2019 – Pallone Obstructing DIA’s 
Movement: https://adapt.org/pallone-obstructing-dias-movement/ ) 
 
Last month, we celebrated the 20th Anniversary of the Supreme 
Court’s Olmstead decision. This decision recognized the fundamental equality of 
those with disabilities and affirmed that people with disabilities have the right to 
live in the most integrated setting, rather than be forced into unwanted 
institutionalization. Unfortunately, the promise of Olmstead has not been fulfilled 
and countless elderly and Disabled Americans remain segregated in 
institutions.  The continuing existence of unfair and unnecessary 
institutionalization denies individuals with disabilities the opportunity to live and 
participate on an equal basis in the community and costs the United States 
billions of dollars in unnecessary spending related to perpetuating dependency 
and unnecessary confinement. It is, therefore, necessary to recognize in statute 
a robust and fully articulated right to community living. 
 
Discussing the importance of the Disability Integration Act, Disability Rights 
attorney Steve Gold has said: 
This important civil rights bill picks up where Olmstead left off. It enshrines in 
Federal statute the right to live in the community, which Olmstead recognized. It 
gives people with disabilities and seniors the right to demand that states and 
insurers remove the obstacles, which stand in the way of their integration. It 
takes what disability advocates have learned in working for integration in the past 
eighteen years and gives disability advocates another and a more powerful tool 
to effect that integration. (2017) 
 
This legislation was written with purposeful Intersectionality, the critical race 
theory that encompasses the fact that people with disabilities are represented in 
all parts of life. Many people with disabilities are multi-marginalized because they 
are of all races and religions.  They may be non-religious, LGBTQ+, incarcerated 
or formerly incarcerated, immigrants and refugees.  It is in this solidarity 
that 581 people with disabilities, their family, friends and allies express our 
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support the Disability Integration Act of 2019 (H.R. 555) and call on the House of 
Representatives to pass this imperative civil rights legislation today! 
  
FREE OUR PEOPLE! 
  
To find out more on the bill go to: http://www.disabilityintegrationact.org/ 
To see the full list of organizations supporting DIA go 
to: http://www.disabilityintegrationact.org/dia-supporter-list/ 
  
Sincerely, (581 people) 
 
 Aaron Baier 
 Abubakar Usman 
 Adam Prizio 
 Alan Holdsworth 
 Alana R Theriault 
 Alex Ghenis 
 Alexa Mavroidis 
 Alexandra Hwee 
 Alexis Brown 
 Alfred C. Desmarais 
 Alisa Grishman 
 Allilsa Fernandez 
 Alyssa e Snyder 
 Amanda Kay Willard 
 Amanda Therrien 
 Ami Weidler-Hyten 
 Amilia M Gonzalez 
 Amina Donna Kruck 
 Amy Jo DeKoeyer 
 Amy Viklund 
 Ana Avendano 
 Anais Keenon 
 Anastasia Douglas 
 Anastasia M Lawhead 
 Andrea Abel 
 Andrea Austin 
 Andrea James 
 Andrea Kindseth 
 Andrea Smith 
 Andrew Kurzweil 
 Andrew Triska 
 ANDY CURRY 
 Angel Harbison 
 Angela Melledy 
 Angela Nevin 
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 Anita Cameron 
 Anita Gray 
 Ann Kaplow 
 Anna Phearman 
 Anna-Sophie Poost 
 Anne Bonington 
 Anne O. Weeks 
 Annette Otero 
 Anthony Corona 
 Anthony Frischenmeyer 
 arthur plitt 
 Asshur Cunningham 
 Aubrie Lee 
 Bambi Polotzola 
 Barbara Dunn 
 Barbara Linn 
 Barbara Logan 
 Barbara Stewart 
 Barry Glaberman 
 Belynda Raminger 
 Benjamin McMullan 
 Beth godnick 
 Bonnie Paul 
 Brandel France de Bravo 
 Brandon Austin Cavendish 
 Brandon Johnson 
 Brenda Smith 
 Breon Wells 
 Brian Peters 
 Brianca Crenshaw 
 Bridget Str 
 Brittany O’Neal 
 Bruce Darling 
 C.W. Pete Williams 
 Caleb Steven Luke Arbaugh 
 Camilla Desiree Aceves 
 Candie Burnham 
 Candy Harris 
 Carlos Ríos-Espinosa 
 Carly Schriever 
 Carol Tyson 
 Carole schlocker 
 Carole Tonks 
 Carolyn S. Long 
 Carolyn Wember 
 Casey Dye 



 Catherine Labarre 
 Catherine Robles Cranston 
 Catherine Weschler 
 Cecilia Zeichner 
 Chandra Dickinson 
 Charles Desmarais 
 Charles E. Kramer 
 Charles Hancock 
 Charles Petersen 
 Charmaine Barros 
 Cheryl Baker 
 Christina Obenauf 
 Christina Walker 
 Christine Bradley 
 Christine Smith Morgan 
 Christopher Conan Calhoun 
 Christopher Morris 
 Christopher Neal Wyatt 
 Christopher Weschler 
 Christopher Wood 
 Christy Dunaway 
 cinda taylor 
 Cindi Keane 
 Cindy Siddoway 
 Claire Abraham 
 Clifton Perez 
 Cody Vieville 
 Colette Devack 
 Colleen Kelly Starkloff 
 Corinne Vieville 
 Cortney Medovich 
 Courtney M Lowmaster 
 Courtney Shoemaker 
 Cynthia HLL 
 Cynthia Shank 
 Damita C Peace 
 Dana M Theriault 
 Danielle Renee Stewart 
 Danny Saenz 
 Darrel Christenson 
 Davi Kallman 
 David Barrett 
 David Starkey 
 Dawn Howard 
 Dawn ichardson 
 Dawn McMillin 



 Dawn Russell ADAPT 
 Deanna Henke 
 Deb Langham 
 Deborah Ginevra 
 Deborah Lisi-Baker 
 Deborah Morf 
 Debra Cubbedge 
 Denette Nienhaus 
 Denise Gallagher 
 Denise Myler 
 Denise Vargas 
 Deone Wilson 
 Diana Ortiz 
 Diane Coleman 
 Diane M York 
 Dominique Jones 
 Donalyn Sjostrand 
 Donna 
 Donna Chrislip 
 Donna Hylton 
 Donnie Edwards 
 Doreen Kluck 
 Doug Toelle 
 ED SANDOVAL 
 Edward Hazel 
 EILEEN REED 
 Elaine Belkind 
 Eleanor Canter 
 Elisabeth Huhn 
 Elizabeth Dellureficio 
 Ellen Rury 
 Ellice Switzer 
 Emily N Cannon 
 Emily Papperman 
 Emily Parks 
 Emily Robinson 
 Emily Wolinsky 
 Eric Aguilar 
 Eric T. Preston 
 Erica Christie 
 Ericka Jones 
 Ericka Truesdale 
 Erin Elizabeth McMillin 
 Erin McAuliff 
 Erin Sandlin 
 Eve Ensler 



 Farren Epstein 
 Faye Ellman 
 Felicia Gershberg 
 fern kamins 
 Florette Willis 
 Frances cameron 
 Frank Pennisi 
 Fred Christian 
 FRED L JOHNSON 
 Frederick Pratt 
 Gabriel Arkles 
 Gabriela Amari 
 Gabrielle Joy Beratan 
 Gale Dean 
 Gayle K Beratan 
 Gina Zarcone 
 Gloria Garton 
 Gloria LaFriniere 
 Goodman Joan 
 GORDON HAUG 
 Grace Kestler 
 Grace Kurlychek 
 Grace Lin 
 Grady Thompson 
 Gregg Beratan 
 Harold B Beratan 
 Heather Morrow 
 HEATHER MOUNT 
 Heather Shaffer 
 Heidi A Case 
 Heidi Hacsi 
 Helen Murphy 
 Helene Grogan 
 Henry Hall III 
 Holly Dillon 
 Hope Moseley 
 Jacqueline Mitchell 
 Jacquelyn L. Alderete 
 Jaime Bassman 
 James LeBrecht 
 Jana Radewonuk 
 Jane Janssen Rieso 
 Janet Atkinson 
 Janet Dermody Bayer 
 Janette Lynch 
 Janice Johnson 



 Jason Allard 
 Jason Harris 
 Jason Heyman 
 Jay Aquino 
 Jean Ryan 
 Jeff Iseman 
 Jeff Oberdorfer 
 Jeffery Hoffman 
 Jeffrey Boles 
 Jeneva Burroughs Stone 
 Jeneva P. Burroughs 
 Jennifer Casler 
 Jennifer Condon 
 Jennifer Ferrara 
 Jennifer Gerber 
 Jennifer Gorecki 
 Jennifer Pittsley 
 Jerome T Dorsey 
 Jerry Frangas 
 Jessica A Russell 
 Jessica lewis 
 Jessica M Jimenez 
 Jessica Maloney 
 Jill Latini 
 Jill Zmaczynski 
 Jillian A Matthews 
 Jillian Sang 
 Jiwa Farrell 
 Joan Sheehan 
 joanne stahl 
 Joe Beaver 
 Joel Peden 
 Joell Austin 
 Johileny Meran 
 John Austin 
 John Cohen 
 John Kelly 
 John Kerr 
 John W Abbate 
 Jonathan D'Angelo 
 Jordan Christopher Sibayan 
 Joseph Adamski-Smith 
 Josh Winkler 
 Joy Walter 
 Juan Andino 
 Julia Sain 



 Julie A Geiger 
 Julie Alexander 
 Julie Lechner 
 Julie M. Jones 
 Justin T Young 
 K. James Monroe 
 Kamau McKie 
 Karalyn Peterson 
 Karen Bingham 
 Karen Lawrence 
 Karen M. Clay 
 Karen Taylor 
 Karen Willis 
 Karin Korb 
 Karina Jeronimides 
 Karla Hughes 
 Katherine Brayman 
 Katherine Cooper 
 Kathie Darby 
 Kathleen Downes 
 Kathleen Paduano 
 Kathleen Robinson 
 Kathryn Carroll 
 Keith Percy 
 Kelly Buckland 
 Kelly Jane Elkins 
 Kelly Meier 
 Kelsey Bell 
 Ken Dibble 
 Ken Eno 
 Ken Roth 
 Kendra Burges 
 Kendra Scalia 
 Kevin M Flood 
 Kevin R. Flynn 
 Kim Hodgson 
 Kim Madden 
 Kim Tarkowski 
 Kimberley Crockett 
 Kimberly A. Bennett 
 Kimberly Tissot 
 Kris Klenke 
 Kristin Knudson, BSN, RN 
 Kristin Wessell 
 Kristina M Bishop 
 Krystin Trustman 



 Kyle DiMartino 
 Kyleen Considine 
 L. Dara Baldwin 
 LaTonya Tate 
 Laura Niell 
 Laura O'Hara 
 Laurel Smith 
 Lauren Grudzinski 
 Laurie Sore 
 Lawrence A Brown 
 Leah Simmons 
 Lennie Weese 
 Lenora Taylor 
 Leslie R Schwiem 
 Liia Uustal 
 Linda A. Demar 
 Linda Konkol 
 LINDA PETERSON 
 Linda Pogue 
 Linda Sharpe 
 Linda Taylor 
 Lindsay Baran 
 Linn Oliver 
 Lisa Ann Vorhees 
 Lisa Aouad 
 Lisa Marie Brophy 
 Lisa Samaro 
 Llenda JacksonLeslie 
 Lou Ann Kibbee 
 Lucinda Tyo 
 Lunetha Lancaster 
 Lydia J. Nunez Landry 
 Madelaine Reis 
 Mae Hanzlik 
 Maggie Hoffman 
 Marca Bristo 
 Marcella G 
 Marci Boucher 
 Mardi VanEgdom 
 Margaret Chiarello 
 Margaret Schadt 
 Maria Del Carmen Rosales 
 Maria Dibble 
 maria hires 
 Maria Sotnikova 
 Marian Williams 



 Marie Hickey 
 Marie Lallier 
 Marie Leviton 
 Marieli Lopez Montes 
 Marielle Kriesel 
 Marilee Adamski-Smith 
 Marion FloresA 
 Maris Hoodkiss Krasnow, Ed.D. 
 Mark Alter 
 Mark Bourdon 
 Mark Hubbard 
 Mark Johnson 
 Mark Lee Moss 
 Mark Manning 
 Mark Miller 
 Marsha Sweet 
 Martha Roberts 
 Marty Musser 
 Mary Grunthaner 
 Mary Hundt 
 Mary Jo VanDeventer 
 Mary Joleen Daniels 
 Mary Lariviere 
 Mary Margaret Moore 
 Mary Somoza 
 Mary Troupe 
 Mary Willy 
 Mathew Krmpotich 
 Matthew Sheehan 
 Matthew Williams 
 Maud Steyaert 
 Maureen 
 Maureen Donohoe 
 Maureen Hollowell 
 Maureen Ryan 
 Mechelle R Ross 
 Meg Coffin 
 Megan Coffey 
 Meghan Moore 
 Melanie L Oyer 
 Melissa Barnett 
 Melissa S Huselton 
 Melita King 
 Merrill Pontes 
 Michael D. Hineberg 
 Michael Daniels 



 Michael Donahue 
 Michael J Heinrich 
 Michael R Charron 
 Michael Ryan 
 Michael Smith 
 Michael W. Thornton 
 Michele Mashburn 
 Michelle R Williams 
 michelle steger 
 Miriam Kenton 
 Miriam Martin 
 Missy Norman 
 Misty Dion 
 Molly Haigh 
 Monica Albert Still, RN, BSN 
 Monica Findley 
 Nadina LaSpina 
 Nadine Fischer 
 Nancy A Bilzing 
 Nancy Urquilla 
 Nic Dawes 
 Nicholas Dawes 
 Nicole Elmabruok 
 Nicole Hakes 
 Nicole Knox 
 Nicole richards 
 Norman R. Mainwaring 
 Paige Gallaher 
 Pamela Fadden 
 Pamela Magahiz 
 Pamela Taggart 
 Patricia Wilcox 
 Patricia York 
 Patrick Kilgallon 
 Patti Young 
 Pauletta Sheppard 
 Pauline L. Lorenz 
 Peggy Gorrow 
 Peggy S Overbey 
 Pete Williams 
 Peter Johnke 
 Peter OHalloran 
 Phillip Corona 
 Phinias Antonoffsky 
 Pierce Grandchamp 
 Pilar Cole 



 Quincy Stein 
 Rachel Schiff 
 Rachel Kaplan 
 Rachel Markley 
 Rachel Rimgale 
 Raphael Platte 
 Raquel Florence Bernstein 
 Rasheem Broughton 
 Rebekah Stone 
 Regina Doran 
 RENE CUMMINS 
 Rev Butch Brosman 
 Rev Suzanne Fast 
 Reynaldo DeJesus 
 Richard Fredrickson 
 Richard Gallo 
 Richard Wladich 
 Rick Noll 
 Robert W. Meek 
 Robert A. Lawhead 
 Robert Blumenfeld 
 Robert DeFelice 
 Robert Fisher 
 Robert Kopp 
 Robert Morgan 
 Robin Hoffpauir 
 Robyn Silva 
 Rocio Colon 
 Roger Strickland 
 Ron Cranston 
 Ron Halog 
 Ronald Alan Cranston 
 Ronald Walter 
 Rosie Hoffman 
 Roxan Perez 
 Roy Waterman 
 Sally Richman 
 Samantha Robbins 
 Samuel Kauffman 
 Sandra Bookman 
 Sandra Faulk 
 Sandra Tobin Mahoney 
 Santina Leporati 
 Sarah Duggan 
 Sarah Franklin 
 Sarah Launderville 



 Sascha Bittner 
 Scott Koukol 
 Scott M. Crawford 
 Scott Spencer Nance 
 Sean OHalloran 
 Seth Goldstein 
 Sha Anderson 
 Shantelle Rockman 
 SHARON VASQUEZ 
 Shawn Fultz 
 Shawn Stewart 
 Sheila Loftus 
 Sheila M. Schneider 
 Shelby Burns 
 Sherisse Blank Burns 
 Sheryl Grossman 
 Sheryl Nelson 
 Sophia Ardi 
 Sophia Grace Donnelly 
 Stacey Long Simmons 
 Stacey M Putt 
 STACI KOMINIAREK 
 Stacia Hartwell 
 Stacy Brobst 
 Stacy Staggs 
 Stanley Holbrook 
 Stephanie Cruz 
 Stephanie Krongos 
 Stephanie Orlando 
 Stephanie Quick 
 Stephen Short 
 Sterling Good 
 Steve Abrams 
 Steven Higgins 
 STEVEN MAHONEY 
 Sue jackson 
 Sue Udry 
 Sunil Freeman 
 Susan Celia Swan 
 Susan Gearhart 
 Susan M. Link 
 Susan Miller 
 Susan Niner 
 Susan Q. Claytor 
 Susan Ruff 
 Susan Schrager 



 Susan Shapiro 
 Susan Stahl 
 Suzanne ZAN Thornton 
 Sylvia Angell 
 Takes Newmiller 
 Tamela Newmiller 
 Tammy Duke 
 Tammy Papperman 
 Taneeka M Afify 
 Tasha Hubbard 
 Teri Reinemann 
 Terrance Turner 
 Tess Goswami 
 Theresa Lyons Flanders 
 Therese E Brzezinski 
 Thomas Hill 
 Tiffany Elizabeth Namey 
 Tim Harrington 
 Timothy Haley 
 tina calabro 
 Tisa M Anders 
 Todd Holloway 
 Tom Kruck 
 Tracy Owen Socwell 
 Trina Rose 
 Turlanda Thomas 
 VICKI ANSON 
 Vicki chang 
 Vicky Hogan 
 Victoria Carlisle 
 Victoria Tschohl 
 Vincent Lopez 
 Virginia Bemis 
 Virginia Davis 
 W. D. Chrisner III 
 Walewska Watkins 
 War War San 
 William G Klett 
 William Konkol 
 Yoshiko Dart 
  
cc: Rep. Kevin McCarthy, Minority Leader 
Rep. Steny Hoyer, Majority Leader 
Rep. James Clyburn, Majority Whip 
Rep. Steve Scalise, Minority Whip 
Rep. James Sensenbrenner, Sponsor of DIA (H.R. 555) 



Rep. James Langevin, Dem Co-chair of Disability Caucus 
Rep. Don Young, Rep. Co-Chair of Disability Caucus 
 


